
Welk Legal: The World’s Most Interesting Department 

We would like to tell you that the Legal Department operates under a mantra that we are only as strong as our 

weakest link. The truth is though that in the ever-changing landscape of regulatory compliance there is no room 

for weakness. There is also no room for clichés. Especially when you consider the wide range of responsibilities the 

legal department covers in their daily and collateral duties. 

The primary focus of Welk Legal, as with most departments, is helping to grow our business. Our department does 

so by drafting and executing contracts, devising strategies for mergers and acquisitions such as those in Tahoe and 

Branson, and partnering with other departments to assure that our corporate policies are in line with industry 

regulations.  

However, it’s when extenuating circumstances cause our careful considerations to go awry that Welk Legal truly 

springs into action. In those cases it is our job to keep the company and its employees out of hot water. At times 

this means stepping into the courtroom to litigate disputes. 

One would think that a department that handles so many multi-faceted concerns would require a huge staff but 

what really makes our Legal team The World’s Most Interesting Department is that it is actually one of Welk’s 

smaller departments with only four associates. The team is comprised of a crack squad of corporate commandos 

skilled in the art of jurisprudence who refer to their unit as “Legally Blonde” given their shared trait of champagne 

tresses. 

Their exploits on behalf of Welk, however grand, come naturally to such a spirited squad who are just as dynamic 

away from their day jobs. Let’s meet the ladies: 

Amy Tarmann, a paralegal and the newest member of the team lives for adventure and will always remember 

seeing the Grand Canyon for the first time from the back of a black Honda sport-touring bike. 

Michelle Gomez, Corporate Paralegal, is an avid outrigger canoe enthusiast with fourteen years on the water. 
Michelle has braved the treacherous 26 mile U.S. Outrigger Championship race from Newport Beach to Catalina 
Island with little more than bold determination and a paddle in hand.  

Debbie Heinkel, Legal Affairs Manager, is a true renaissance woman. An accomplished equestrian and passionate 

mountain biker, she also enjoys dabbling in drawing and oil painting. When in need of repose she takes a break 

from it all in her role as Super Mom to fabulous twin girls, two bratty dogs, and a three legged cat. Congratulations 

are in order, as Debbie has recently become engaged. 

Heading our Legal Squad is Mary Obidinski, Welk’s In-House Counsel. It takes a compassionate soul to develop a 

bond with man’s best friend such as Mary has. As a canine foster mom for a national rescue organization, she has 

had the opportunity to touch the lives of many of our furry, four-legged friends. Aside from assisting dogs in need 

she also helps them realize their full potential in dog agility competitions. Only someone such as Mary could have 

raised a pooch such as her Rat Terrier Willis who himself is acclaimed as the World’s Most Interesting Dog. Be sure 

to ask her about him! 

It boggles the mind to try and conceive of how they manage to do it all but one thing is for certain: Welk Resorts 

doesn’t always have legal entangling’s, but when we do, Welk Legal is there to solve them. Stay compliant my 

friends!  

 


